The use of Filgrastim in AIDS-related neutropenia.
Neutropenic individuals are at high risk for bacterial and fungal infections. Filgrastim (r-metHuG-CSF, NEUPOGEN) has been shown to improve chemotherapy-induced neutropenia significantly. Because a high incidence of HIV-infected patients have neutropenia, often associated with myelosuppressive antiretroviral medication, Filgrastim is frequently used as a treatment strategy for this HIV-associated neutropenia. This review summarizes published work related to the use of Filgrastim in HIV-infected patients. Literature bases (EMBASE, MEDLINE, Int. Pharm. Abs., SciSearch, and Aidsline) from 1970 to 1998 were searched for articles describing the relationship of Filgrastim and ANC to bacterial infection rates, bacterial infection outcome, and overall survival. Thirty-five related articles were identified during this search. Filgrastim appears to have a significant role in increasing peripheral ANC and enhancing neutrophil function in patients with HIV infection and AIDS. This may translate into a clinical benefit of delivery of full-dose myelosuppressive antiretroviral therapy and decreased susceptibility to infections and increased survival in this patient population.